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Rulemaking Authority
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Ethics Commission authority - transparency,
corruption, elections, and lobbying

Attorney General Opinion 2020-L-09

Read rules in harmony when reasonable and
workable.

Conflict with other ethics rules?
Ethics Commission rules prevail.

City of Fargo v. Ruether, 490 N.W.2d 481
(N.D. 1992).






Lobbyist Gifts Prohibited

Article XIV

“A lobbyist may not knowingly give, offer,
solicit, initiate, or facilitate a gift to a public

official.”
“A public official may not knowingly accept
a gift from a lobbyist. These prohibitions do

not apply if the lobbyist is an immediate

family member of the public official.”
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Gift = thing of value not given in exchange

Governor Sinner 1989

for fair market consideration 0



Who is a Public Official@

Public Official =

e elected or appointed members of

legislative and executive branches
« members of the Ethics Commission
e legislative employees

Does NOT include: Judicial branch

employees, local officials, or

,.,,,, By el ' non-appointed executive branch

SHSNID 00114 - emp|oyees
Governors Sinner, Link, Olson, and Guy 1985
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EFvent Notice

SHSND 31843

Governor and Nancy Schater at C
in the Memorial H

nristmas free lighting
all

ND State Capitol Decem

per 1996

The Ethics Commission does NOT approve events.

Please request an advisory opinion in advance if
you would like the Ethics Commission’s review.









Out-of-State Events

m

Commission exceptions only apply in

North Dakota.

Advisory Opinion 23-02:

Recognizes a spectrum of

out-of-state events

Factors to Consider:

(1) Overarching objectives
(2) Topics of presentations
(3) Scope and type of invitees
(4) Materials provided
(5) Communications received









Penalties for Violations

Set by the Legislature
during 2019 Session

Ethics Commission
assesses civil penalties

Civil penalty up to 2 times

the value of the gift
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