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In a clash rich with history, pride, and international rugby prestige, the Queensland Reds
took on the mighty British & Irish Lions in front of a buzzing crowd at the iconic Suncorp
Stadium. This match marked the first of two blockbuster fixtures for the Lions at the
Brisbane venue during their much-anticipated 2025 Tour of Australia.

The Lions, fresh off a commanding win over Western Force, entered the match riding
high. Led by their playmaking duo — Scotland’s Finn Russell and Ireland’s Jamison


https://tinyurl.com/4jsk7be4
https://tinyurl.com/4jsk7be4

Gibson-Park — the visitors looked to fine-tune their combinations and maintain their
unbeaten run on Aussie soil.

For the Reds, this was more than a warm-up — it was a statement. Facing a
once-in-every-12-years opportunity, the Queenslanders were hungry to defend their turf
and showcase Super Rugby flair against one of the world’s most historic touring teams.

A Fierce Opening: Heart Meets Power
The opening exchanges were intense. The Reds, backed by their home crowd, threw
everything at the Lions with aggressive breakdown work and hard carries. Captain Liam
Wright led from the front, rallying his side to challenge the Lions physically.

But class is permanent — and so is experience. The Lions, featuring seasoned
internationals from England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, responded with clinical
precision. Their set-piece dominance became apparent, and their driving maul earned
early points on the board.

Star Power on Display
Finn Russell’s game control was sublime — orchestrating territory with well-placed
kicks, floating passes that split the defence, and linking seamlessly with his forwards.
Gibson-Park’s pace at the ruck ensured the Lions played at their tempo, stretching the
Reds at every phase.

Yet the Reds weren’t without their standouts. Fly-half Tom Lynagh — son of Wallaby
legend Michael Lynagh — played with maturity beyond his years. A well-timed cross-kick
set up winger Mac Grealy for a breathtaking try that brought the crowd to its feet.

Momentum Shifts & Second-Half Sparks
The second half saw more of the Lions’ methodical control. Their back row, including the
hard-hitting Caelan Doris, turned over key possessions and converted pressure into
points. A pinpoint grubber from Russell found Welsh winger Josh Adams, who dotted
down in the corner, giving the Lions breathing room.

But the Reds weren’t going down quietly. Their bench injected energy, with young
forward Angus Blyth and scrum-half Kalani Thomas igniting late momentum. A late
intercept try gave Queensland a glimmer of hope, closing the gap to within one score in
the final minutes.

The Final Whistle
In the end, the Lions held firm. Their superior depth and international class proved just
enough to edge out the resilient Reds in a tightly contested battle. The final score —
Lions 31, Reds 24 — reflected a match full of drama, talent, and true rugby spirit.

What’s Next?



The Lions will now look ahead to their next clash as momentum builds toward the Test
Series against the Wallabies. Meanwhile, the Reds can hold their heads high. They
matched one of rugby’s great institutions for 80 minutes and thrilled a passionate

Queensland crowd.

As the sun set over Brisbane, fans filed out of Suncorp Stadium knowing they had
witnessed more than just a game. They saw a celebration of tradition, toughness, and
talent — a taste of what the 2025 Lions Tour is all about.tdyhdfhfgjdsgfdhgf
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