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MINUTES – Board Meeting
Thursday, August 13, 2026

The Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB) meeting was called to order at 8:00am by Board Chair Cory Steiner. Board members present were 

Also present were ESPB Executive Director Becky Pitkin, Mari Riehl, and Amy Bigelow from ESPB, Mark Openshaw from Office of Attorney General, 

Introductions were held. 

Motion to Include Additional Agenda Items – Items to add to the agenda include request to waive a late fee, request to add a minor to a transcript, approval of May licensure report from last meeting. Patti made motion to amend, seconded by Evan. 

Motion to Ratify May and July Licensure Lists – Evan made a motion to ratify the July licensure list. Motion seconded by Angela. Board members who voted yes were … Motion carried.


CASES

Marks, Amie – Previous case in xxxx to suspend license until outcome of case. Went to trial and was found not guilty. Now it comes back to the board for further consideration. Evan made a motion to reinstate Ms. Marks license. Seconded by Angela. Evan said the criminal justice system has done their job and he doesn’t see anything that would necessitate further action. Angela agreed and sees no reason why Ms. Marks license shouldn’t be reinstated. Motion carried.

Daley, Devontae – Mr. Daley’s file is being reviewed due to self-disclosed offense on his application for an interim substitute license. He was accused of a crime in Florida that would be an automatic denial in North Dakota. The case was ultimately dismissed, so our law that states must be automatically denied wouldn’t apply as that law states the person has been convicted.
If the board would choose to deny, they can do that under 67.1-02-02-06(1) and 15.1-13-25(1)(c).
Patti clarified that the information submitted from the courts shows it wasn’t prosecuted because the parent chose not to pursue it. Evan asked if it was statutorily required to be prosecuted in Florida, but that is not known. 
Mark reminded the board if they choose to deny, they need to have a good robust discussion about the reason for denial.
Evan made a motion to request more information from Mr. Daley and request that he provide 3 letters of character reference the board can review. Seconded by Jenn. Evan said he believes in the past the Board has asked for letters of reference when they are unsure about their decision. Jenn agrees with Evan and doesn’t feel there is enough information to make an informed decision. (Could Mark do more research on the charge and find out if it’s required to be prosecuted?) Cory agrees and doesn’t want to make a decision one way or another without further information.
Evan expressed other concerns about the information submitted.
Becky asked if the letters should come from anyone specific and Board members agreed it’s up to Mr. Daley to decide who the letters should come from. Motion carried. 

Lahr, Shea – Self-disclosed background offenses. Patti made a motion to grant with requirement they self report any further offenses. Seconded by Angela. Patti said the fact there were 2 offenses so close together is concerning, but Ms. Lahr has satisfied all requirements set forth by the court, so she believes the license should be issued. Angela agrees. Motion carried.

Keo, Canisha – Board case for an offense that was found on a search of the NDCourts public search when Ms. Keo applied for renewal of her interim sub license. Has entered into a pretrial diversion agreement and it can eventually be dismissed. 

Cory made a motion to deny until the court says the pre-trial diversion requirements have been met under 67.1-02-02-06(1) and 15.1-13-25. Evan seconded but asked if it’s possible to offer a settlement agreement to pause the license. Mark said in the past that conditional dismissals have been issued with requirements, and after requirements met, can be reinstated. Cory originally made his motion because he believes people should be given a second chance, but after further discussion, believes this action should be taken after all requirements met.

Evan made a motion to issue settlement agreement to issue conditional approval after requirements of pre-trial diversion agreement requirements have been met. Mark asked if the Board wants this to come back after successful completion or automatically be reinstated. Automatically reinstated. Seconded by Patti. Patti likes the idea of being conditional and if the courts find all requirements have been met, it’s the right move. Cory agrees and that getting thru the pre-trial diversion agreement is important. Jenn asked if the pre-trial diversion includes no subsequent offenses. Mark said yes, that’s part of the pre-trial diversion.
Motion carried.

Brown Otter, Danielle – RFI filed by a parent. Patti made a motion to dismiss the case. Seconded by Angela. Patti feels that since the district did their investigation and allowed her to come back with conditions, she doesn’t feel the Board can say she cannot continue to have a license. Angela agreed that the district let her come back and they felt that was ok to do. Patti asked if there is an education piece that needs to happen? Cory wishes the district would have sent this in when it originally happened and believes if there is more to it, it may come back to the board in a different way. Motion carried.

Gores, Brittany – Before discussion began, Cory recused himself from this case as it’s from his district and he’s been very involved in the case. Jenn also stated she may need to recuse herself, as she knows individuals involved in the case however Jenn said she does believe she can remain impartial. She does not know Ms. Gores at all, but does know others referenced in the case. Patti asked if Jenn has any access to the information, she said no, she only knows the principal and human capital. Has had no conversations about the case. Patti made a motion to allow Jenn to participate, seconded by Jenny. Motion carried and Jenn is allowed to participate in this case. 
Evan led this portion of the meeting.

RFI discharge for cause from Fargo Public Schools. Patti asked what options the Board has – all the normal options including education, ethics course, reprimand, suspension, revocation.

Jenn shared that as a former school counselor she can see how situations can get messy, as counselors often become a mediator between parent, but it’s important to focus on the student. 

Patti made motion to offer settlement agreement to suspend license and require NASDTEC ethics course within 30 days at her own expense, with essay back to the board have her essay address how this aligns with ASCA, the school counseling association standards and require her to self-report any incidences before her license expires in 2028 to remind Ms. Gores of her responsibilities as an educator. Seconded by Jennifer. 
Patti said the Board understands that people make mistakes and there is a path back to teaching and the ethics course is a way to do that. Jenn added that being a school counselor is complicated and this is a good path. 

Nelson, Malaun – Has moved to civil litigation. Mr. Nelson is currently incarcerated so is not a danger to children at this time. In the meantime since there isn’t a threat to public safety, litigation is on hold until the outcome of the case, though it’s ready to go for litigation. 

The meeting recessed from 9:23am until 9:30am.

Election of Officers – Cory opened nominations for the chair position. Cory said he’s more than willing to serve as chair for another year if the Board wishes. 

Angela asked Evan if it was something it was interested in at this time. Evan is happy to serve.

Evan nominated Cory for chair. Seconded by Angela. Motion carried.
Cory nominated Evan as vice-chair. Seconded by Sarah. Motion carried.

Pro-Ethica – At the May 2026 meeting Lisa Colon Durham from ETS presented Pro-Ethica. Pro-Ethica is online professional development modules that support ethical decision making using relatable scenarios to examine professional risks. Currently regenerating Pro-Ethica to enhance it with updated content, module addressing ethics and AI. Pro-Ethica takes approximately 10 hours to complete. Pro-Ethica has multiple integration options including with teacher preparation programs, a possible requirement for alternative pathways to licensure, and/or used as district professional development.

The Board had talked about the option of using pro-ethica as a reeducation option. Becky received the vouchers for board members to view pro-ethica last night. 

July License and Financial Report – Angela made a motion to approve the July meeting minutes, license, and financial reports. Motion seconded by Patti. Board members who voted in favor were …. Motion carried.

The July 2026 financial report showed $96,031.34 in total income received, $101,320.72 in total expenses, with a net income of minus $5,289.38. The July 2026 license/financial items totaled 1050. This number includes background checks, endorsements, late fees, licensing fees, and application fees. 

Policy – Becky has asked the Board to review policy for additional hours for staff as we look toward some special projects going forward, like credentials, programming, litigation, ect. 
Patti asked if there needs to be a $$ amount cap. Becky said yes, she would like a cap of $5000 per project with review by Board annually.
Patti made a motion to approve the policy with amendments of $5000 max stipulation per project and reviewed annually. Seconded by Sarah. Motion carried.

Request for Late Fee Waiver – Requesting late fee waiver – submitted renewal for principal credential and believed that was all that was needed, but had not submitted teaching license renewal application and license lapsed. 
Cory made motion to deny, seconded by Evan. Motion carried.

Addition of minor to a license – DSU/Minot State there was a leadership change at a university and steps were missed for an individual to get a minor. Minot State has verified that the person completed the minor requirements. 
Angela made a motion to approve. Seconded by Jenny. Motion carried. 

ND RISE Update – The update is provided in Board materials.

Director’s Report – Take from Becky’s report.

Board Education: Strategic Vision – 


[bookmark: _Hlk8306146]Board Member Reports 
NDACTE – Has not met, so nothing to report at this time. 
Association of Non-Public Schools – Not present.
Association of School Administrators – Attended national elementary principal association meeting. Much discussion on being school principal association as a whole instead of separate elem and secondary associations. Here in ND, will stay separate at least for this year. Cory shared that conversations have started about federal tax credits and how that may impact school districts. Talking with DPI about accreditation. Federal funding conversations. 
School Boards Association – Have not met yet, so nothing to report. Evan shared that he’s been elected to Hillsboro School Board, so will serve there also, though not on ESPB as a school board rep.
NDUnited – Sarah has attended many PD opportunities over the summer, including a special education meeting where legislators were invited.
DPI – Not present

Meeting was adjourned at 10:01am.


________________________________             _________________________________
Chair					               		Secretary/Executive Director
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